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Presentation Overview

• Welcome
• Project Overview 
• Organization of Title 17: Zoning and Overview of New Zones
• Q&A/Discussion
• Next Steps



Project Overview



• Update:
• Title 17: Zoning

• Goals:
• Ensure consistency with Envision Palmdale 2045, the newly adopted General Plan 

(as required by law)
• Comply with recent changes in State and Federal laws (e.g., recent housing 

legislation such as SB 35)
• Improve legibility by restructuring the code and adding new graphics and 

illustrations 
• Modernize the code to include best practices and updated standards
• Improve and streamline permits and procedures

Zoning Code Update



Project Schedule



Draft Zoning Map
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Organization of Title 17



• Division 1 – Introductory Provisions
• Division 2 – Review Procedures
• Division 3 – Residential Zones
• Division 4 – Commercial/Office Zones
• Division 5 – Mixed-Use Zones
• Division 6 – Industrial Zones
• Division 7 – Special Purpose Zones
• Division 8 – General Development Standards
• Division 9 – Special Regulations
• Division 10 – Environmental Management 

Title 17: Zoning - Table of Contents



• Authority
• Scope
• Interpretations
• Designation of Zones and Districts
• Maps
• Definitions

Division 1: Introductory Provisions



• General Review Procedures
• Site Plan Review
• Conditional Use Permits
• Variances
• Zoning/Land Use Administration
• Agreements 
• Administrative Approvals
• Comprehensive Development Plans
• Non-Conforming Uses, Structures 

and Parcels

Division 2: Review Procedures



• Rural Residential Zones 

• Single-Family Residential Zones 

• Residential Neighborhood Zones

• Mobile Home Zone 

• Land Use Regulations

• Residential Development Standards

• Supplemental Standards  for Single-Family Development

• Supplemental Standards  for Multi-Family Development*

• Standards for Two-Unit Developments and Urban Lot Splits

* Design Standards regulated by City’s Multi-Family and Mixed-Use Design 
Standards document

Division 3: Residential Zones 



New Zone New Zone 
Density/Intensity

Corresponding General Plan 
Designation Existing Zoning Districts

Existing Zoning 
Density (General 

Range)
Rural Residential Zones

Equestrian Residential (ER) 0 – 0.4 du/acre Equestrian Residential (ER) R-1-2.5 Up to 0.4 du/acre

Low Density Residential (LDR) 0 – 1 du/acre Low Density Residential (LDR) R-1-1, A-1 Up to 1 du/acre

Single-Family Residential Zones

Single Family Residential 1 (SFR1) 0 – 2 du/acre Single Family Residential 1 (SFR1) R-1-20,000 Up to 2.2 du/acre

Single Family Residential 2 (SFR2) 0 – 4.4 du/acre Single Family Residential 2 (SFR2) R-1-15,000, R-1-13,000, 
R-1-12,000, R-1-10,000 2.0 to 4.4 du/acre

Single Family Residential 3 (SFR3) 0 – 6 du/acre Single Family Residential 3 (SFR3) R-1-7,000 Up to 6.2 du/acre

Residential Neighborhood Zones

Residential Neighborhood - 1 (RN1) >6 – 10 du/acre Residential Neighborhood 1 (RN1) R-2 6.1 - 10 du/acre

Residential Neighborhood - 2 (RN2) >10 - 20 du/acre Residential Neighborhood 2 (RN2) R-3 Up to 16 du/acre

Residential Neighborhood - 3 (RN3) >20 - 30 du/acre Residential Neighborhood 3 (RN3) N/A N/A

Residential Neighborhood - 4 (RN4) >30 - 50 du/acre Residential Neighborhood 4 (RN4) R-4-30, R-4-50 30 – 60 du/acre

Mobile Home Zone

Mobile Home Zone Per General Plan RN1 and RN2 N/A N/A

Division 3: Residential Zones



Division 3: Residential Zones – Use Regulations



Division 3: Residential Zones
Development Standards

• Minimum + Maximum 
Density Standards

• Lot Size, Width, and 
Depth

• Lot Coverage 

• Height Limits

• Minimum + Maximum  
Setbacks – front, side, 
street side, rear

• Garage Frontage 

• Minimum Usable Open 
Space

• Required Landscaping



• Neighborhood Commercial Zone (NC)

• Regional Commercial Zone (RC)

• Visitor Commercial Zone (VC)

• Medical Flex Zone (MEDFX)

• Educational Flex Zone (EDFX)

• Office Flex Zone (OFX)

• Land Use Regulations

• Development Standards

• Supplemental Standards including Design Standards

Division 4: Commercial/Office Zones 



New Zone New Zone 
Intensity

Corresponding General Plan 
Designation

Existing Zoning 
Districts

Existing Zoning 
Intensity (General 

Range)
Neighborhood Commercial (NC) 0.5 FAR Neighborhood Commercial (NC) C-1, C-D Max. 0.5 FAR

Regional Commercial (RC)
1.0 FAR, up to 30 
du/acre, where 
allowed

Regional Commercial (RC) C-2, C-3, C-4 Max. 1.0 FAR

Visitor Commercial (VC) 1.5 FAR; 2.0 for 
lodging Visitor Commercial (VC) C-3, C-4 Max. 1.0 FAR

Medical Flex (MEDFX)
2.0 FAR, 30-50 
du/acre, where 
allowed

Heath and Wellness District 
(HW) N/A N/A

Educational Flex (EDFX)
2.0 FAR, 10-30 
du/acre, where 
allowed

Educational Flex (EDFX) N/A N/A

Office Flex (OFX) 1.0 FAR Employment Flex (EMPFX) C-2, C-5, M-1 0.5-1.0 FAR

Division 4: Commercial/Office Zones 



• Mixed-Use 1 (MU1)

• Mixed-Use 2 (MU2)

• Mixed-Use 3 (MU3)

• Land Use Regulations

• Development Standards

• Supplemental Standards including Performance 
Standards*

* Design Standards regulated by City’s Multi-Family and Mixed-Use Design 
Standards document

Division 5: Mixed-Use Zones 



New Zone New Zone 
Intensity

Corresponding General Plan 
Designation

Existing Zoning 
Districts

Existing Zoning 
Intensity (General 

Range)

Mixed-Use 1 (MU1) 0.35 FAR, 0-20 
du/acre Mixed-Use 1 (MU1) MX, C-2MX, C-3MX

10 du/ac max., no 
more than 2/3 
residential

Mixed-Use 2 (MU2) 2.0 FAR, 20-30 
du/acre Mixed-Use 2 (MU2) N/A N/A

Mixed-Use 3 (MU3) 3.0 FAR, 30-
50du/acre Mixed-Use 3 (MU3) N/A N/A

Division 5: Mixed-Use Zones



• Light Industrial Zone (LI)

• Heavy Industrial Zone (HI)

• Aerospace Industrial Zone (AI)

• Mineral Resource Extraction Zone (MRE)

• Land Use Regulations

• Development Standards

• Supplemental Standards including Design Standards

Division 6: Industrial Zones 



New Zone New Zone 
Intensity

Corresponding General Plan 
Designation

Existing Zoning 
Districts

Existing Zoning 
Intensity (General 

Range)

Light Industrial Zone (LI) 0.5 FAR Industrial (IND) M-1, M-4 Max. 0.5 FAR

Heavy Industrial Zone (HI) 0.5 FAR Industrial (IND) M-2 Max. 0.5 FAR

Aerospace Industrial Zone (AI) 0.5 FAR Aerospace Industrial (AI) M-3 Max. 0.5 FAR

Mineral Resource Extraction Zone 
(MRE)

0.5 FAR
Mineral Resource Extraction 
Zone (MRE)

QR Max. 0.25 FAR

Division 6: Industrial Zones 



• Public Facilities Zones (PF-C, PF-P, PF-S)

• Open Space Zone (OS)

• Utilities and Rights-of-Way (U-ROW)

• Specific Plan (SP)

• Land Use Regulations

• Development Standards

• Supplemental Standards

Division 7: Special Purpose Zones 



• Parcel Requirements

• Setbacks and Location of Buildings

• Transition between land uses and zones

• Performance Standards

• Utilities and Services

• Landscaping, Lighting, Walls, and Fences

• Off-Street Parking and Loading

• Signs (reformatted only)

• Animal Keeping

Division 8: General Development Standards



• Residential Uses 

• Commercial Uses 

• Industrial Uses 

• Public and Civic Facilities

• Communications and Utilities

• Hazardous Materials Facilities 

• Recycling Facilities

• Renewable Energy

Division 9: Special Regulations



Questions/Comments?



Next Steps



Thank you!
City of Palmdale

Phone

661-267-5200
Email

zoningupdate@cityofpalmdale.org


	Slide Number 1
	Presentation Overview
	Project Overview
	Zoning Code Update
	Project Schedule
	Draft Zoning Map
	Draft Zoning Map
	Organization of Title 17
	Title 17: Zoning - Table of Contents
	Division 1: Introductory Provisions
	Division 2: Review Procedures
	Division 3: Residential Zones 
	Division 3: Residential Zones
	Division 3: Residential Zones – Use Regulations
	Division 3: Residential Zones
	Division 4: Commercial/Office Zones 
	Division 4: Commercial/Office Zones 
	Division 5: Mixed-Use Zones 
	Division 5: Mixed-Use Zones
	Division 6: Industrial Zones 
	Division 6: Industrial Zones 
	Division 7: Special Purpose Zones 
	Division 8: General Development Standards
	Division 9: Special Regulations
	Questions/Comments?�
	Next Steps�
	Thank you!

